In a recent article, Karp, Witkin, and Goodenough (1965) have suggested that level of field dependence is relatively stable in alcoholics and is not markedly affected by the subject's being in an intoxicated state. This finding was confirmed both for the Witkin Rod and Frame (RFT) and Body Attitude Tests (BAT), but not for the Embedded Figures  Test (EFT) . If the Karp, Witkin, and Goodenough hypothesis is correct, then it would be reasonable to assume that alcoholics would not become substantially more field independent on the RFT on retesting following treatment.
At the Topeka Veterans Administration Hospital chronic alcoholic patients are given a 3-month treatment program and are routinely evaluated before and after treatment. As part of their evaluation they receive standard administrations of the RFT. Administration of this test pre-and posttreatment (about an 8-10 week interval) would therefore provide a test of the stability hypothesis.
METHOD
The subjects were 62 male alcoholics, all of whom were patients in the Topeka Veterans Administration Hospital Alcoholism Treatment Program. Pretesting was generally done during the admission week, and posttesting a week prior to discharge. Subjects ranged in age from 29 to 57 years, with a mean age of 43.8 years. Each subject received the RFT using the same procedures as those described by Karp et al (1965) .
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The t tests for correlated samples were carried out for each of the test conditions (chair tilted right, left, and upright). Results are presented in Table 1 . It can be seen that there was significantly less deviation from the vertical on posttesting than there was on pretesting, in all three conditions. Sign tests (Siegel, 1956) were also performed, with z being equal to 3.17 (p < .01) in the upright condition, 2.92 (p < .01) in the tilted right condition, and 5.20 (p < .01) in the tilted left condition. Therefore, a significantly greater number of subjects changed in the direction of greater field independence than could be expected on the basis of chance. These results tend to cast doubt on the stability hypothesis as it applies to the RFT. It seems likely that performance on the test improves after a period of abstinence from alcohol ingestion.
